
The 2016 EC/ASECS in Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Our 2016 meeting will be held on October 27-29 at the University of Mary Washington,
in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Lodging and Friday sessions will occur at the Courtyard Marriott in
historic downtown Fredericksburg. Saturday sessions will be held at the nearby UMW campus. 

Fredericksburg was a prominent port town in the eighteenth century. George Washington
grew up just across the Rappahannock River. His mother, Mary Washington, spent her last years
in a house George purchased for her in the historic district near his sister's estate and the tavern
operated by his brother. Other early residents include Revolutionary War generals Hugh Mercer
and George Weedon; naval war hero John Paul Jones; and President James Monroe, who
practiced law here before entering politics. Thomas Jefferson wrote the Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom in Fredericksburg. The Mary Washington House, Rising Sun Tavern, Hugh
Mercer Apothecary Shop, and Kenmore Plantation mansion (famous for its remarkable
plasterwork ceilings) are among the historic landmarks open to the public. The city also attracts
Civil War tourism, with four battlefield National Parks serving as reminders of its strategic
location between the Union and Confederate capitals. Today Fredericksburg has a thriving arts
scene, with numerous galleries, small music venues, and restaurants within a few blocks of our
conference hotel in the historic district. The University of Mary Washington, a co-ed state-
supported liberal arts college, is pleased to welcome EC/ASECS back: we last met in
Fredericksburg exactly 30 years ago.

Papers are invited on any aspect of the familiar and the strange. Are the familiar and
the strange truly different? When is each welcomed, feared, sought, rejected? What is the role of
the strange or the familiar in scientific breakthroughs, cultural representation, the construction of
knowledge, individual experience, the creation of art? 

We welcome papers on people: visitors, observers, interlopers, kin, strangers, friends,
intimates, oddballs, newcomers, foreigners, countrymen, societies, clubs, circles. . .

We welcome papers on geographies and objects: home, abroad, transit, discovery, exile,
return, place, space, the local, the exotic, cities, villages; foods, shoes, beds, books, art, verse . . . 

We welcome papers on states of being: desire, comfort, restlessness, ease, satisfaction;
youth, mid-life, aging; fitting in or standing out; health and sickness; the pristine, worn out, or
broken in; the bizarre, outré, or outlandish . . .

We welcome papers on practices and approaches: certainties, convention,
improvement, daring, experimentation, defamiliarization, innovation, eccentricity, recuperation,
renovation, insight, recklessness, novelty, surprise . . .

We welcome papers on pedagogies and researches familiar or strange . . .
We welcome papers on knowledge, literature, the fine arts, music, science, law,

medicine, history, government, philosophy, economics, religion, entertainments, daily life,
and all the strange and familiar ways in which we profess the eighteenth century. As always, we
will also do our best to find panels for papers addressed to different themes and questions. 

The keynote speaker for 2016 is Catherine Ingrassia of Virginia Commonwealth
University, who will speak about resisting the familiar and relocating the strange in eighteenth-
century women writers. Ingrassia is the editor or co-editor of numerous works on eighteenth-
century women's writing, including the Cambridge Companion to Women's Writing in Britain,
1660-1789 (Cambridge , 2015), British Women Poets of the Long Eighteenth Century (Hopkins,
2009), and the Broadview edition of Haywood's Anti-Pamela and Fielding's Shamela (2004). She



is also the author of Authorship, Commerce, and Gender in Early Eighteenth-Century England:
A Culture of Paper Credit (Cambridge, 1998) and the co-editor of "More Solid Learning": New
Perspectives on Pope's Dunciad (Bucknell, 2000) and A Companion to the Eighteenth-Century
Novel and Culture (Blackwell, 2005).

Panels seeking submissions can be found on the conference web site,
https://ecasecs2016.wordpress.com/. Proposals are due to panel organizers by May 16. Individual
paper proposals and completed panels are due by June 1. Send paper proposals and questions to
the conference organizer, Marie E. McAllister, at ECASECS2016@gmail.com. Early hotel
reservations are suggested; see website for information about getting conference rates. For more
information, visit https://ecasecs2016.wordpress.com/.


